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 Socialism and Communism, Not for America!
 

A Message from John Ely, Founder & President, Veterans' Outreach

I have many military members in my family, with a history of service reaching all the
way back to the Revolutionary War.

When I think about those men and women, I think about the suffering they endured,
the battles, the bloodletting, the diseases, the injuries and disabilities, and the
sacrifices they made for our country.

They did not fight because war was easy.

They fought because freedom was worth fighting for.

And that is something we must never forget.

One of the great struggles of modern history has been the fight against communism
and authoritarian systems that place the power of government above the freedom of
the individual. History has shown us what can happen when that power becomes
concentrated in the hands of a ruling party and ordinary people lose the ability to
determine the course of their own lives. The history of the Soviet Union provides a
stark example of political repression and centralized control.

Socialism and communism are not identical political systems, and they have taken
different forms throughout history. But we should never be afraid to examine where
ideas can lead when government power continues to expand at the expense of
individual liberty.

The promise of "free" things can be a powerful trap.

Young people, especially, can be attracted to the promise that government can
provide everything, that someone else can pay the bills, solve the problems, and
guarantee the outcome.

But we have to ask a simple question:

What is the price of that promise?

Nothing is truly free when someone else controls it.

What happens when the government becomes the provider of everything? Who
controls the resources? Who makes the decisions? What happens when the
individual no longer has the freedom to make his or her own choices?

History gives us plenty of reasons to ask those questions.

Look at the United States of America.

Our country has developed an extraordinary history of invention and innovation. Our
Constitution itself established the foundation for protecting inventions and discoveries.
Congress passed America's first patent law in 1790, and the first U.S. patent was
granted that same year. The purpose was to encourage new and useful inventions.



Why?

Because America was built around an idea that individual initiative matters.

A person with an idea could pursue it.

A person willing to work could build something.

A person willing to take a risk could start a business.

A person willing to compete could succeed.

That spirit of freedom, competition and opportunity has been an important part of
America's history of innovation.

My family's soldiers would turn over in their graves if they could see Americans
willingly surrendering freedoms that generations before them sacrificed everything to
protect.

Think about that.

Men and women crossed oceans. They marched into battle. They left their families
behind. They endured wounds, disease and unimaginable hardship. Some never
came home.

And what did they fight for?

Not for a government to control every aspect of our lives.

They fought for a country where freedom mattered.

They fought for the opportunity to live, work, worship, raise a family and pursue a
better life.

They fought for something that could be passed down to their children.

And now it is our turn to protect it.

The Communist Control Act of 1954 is an important part of America's Cold War
history. Congress passed the law in 1954, and it became law on August 24 of that
year. The legislation specifically addressed the Communist Party of the United States
and Congress's determination that it represented a threat to the constitutional
government of the United States.

President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed the legislation.

Eisenhower understood the dangers of totalitarianism better than most. Before
becoming President, he had been a five-star Army general and Supreme Allied
Commander in Europe during World War II. He had witnessed the devastation of war
firsthand.

He knew what happens when governments and leaders decide that human beings are
expendable.

That history should matter to us.

Because freedom can be lost a little at a time.



You may not wake up one morning and discover that everything has changed.

It can happen gradually.

One freedom here.

One responsibility there.

One decision taken out of the hands of the individual and placed into the hands of
government.

Eventually, people can wake up and discover that the choices they once took for
granted are no longer theirs to make.

No use in becoming successful if everything you worked for can simply be
taken away.

No use in having enthusiasm for your future if your future is controlled by someone
else.

No use in teaching our children to dream if we are going to tell them that their dreams
belong to the government.

Your life should be yours.

Your work should matter.

Your family should matter.

Your choices should matter.

Your ability to succeed should matter.

And your children should have the freedom to dream about becoming something
greater than themselves.

We have to stop taking freedom for granted.

We have to recognize the danger in the promise of a perfect society where
government supposedly has an answer for everything.

There is no political system that can create paradise on earth.

The promise of paradise can become the road to control.

That is why we must learn from history.

We must teach our children what freedom means.

We must remember the sacrifices of those who came before us.

And we must have the courage to defend the principles that made this country worth
fighting for in the first place.

America is not perfect.

It never has been.



But perfection was never the promise.

Freedom was.

Freedom to work.

Freedom to dream.

Freedom to succeed.

Freedom to disagree.

Freedom to speak.

Freedom to live your own life.

Those freedoms came at a tremendous cost.

My family knows that cost.

Military families across this country know that cost.

And we owe it to every American who served before us not to forget it.

We must never allow the promise of something "free" to make us forget the
value of something priceless.

Freedom.

May God bless our country, our people, and our brave Soldiers.

John Ely
Founder & President
Veterans' Outreach

Please visit VeteransOutreach.org, and feel free to reach out with any questions or
inquiries at JEly@VeteransOutreach.org.

Get to know us. Get involved.

To serve is an honor.

Veterans’ Outreach is honored to announce that we have earned the 2026
Platinum Seal of Transparency from Candid, the highest level of recognition a
nonprofit can achieve for accountability and openness.

This designation reflects our long-standing commitment to doing things the right way
—serving veterans with integrity, stewardship, and respect. The Platinum Seal
ensures that our supporters, partners, and the public can clearly see how Veterans’
Outreach operates, how resources are used, and the real impact being made for
veterans and their families.

For more than three decades, Veterans’ Outreach has remained focused on one
mission: never turning our backs on veterans in need. Earning this seal affirms that

mailto:JEly@VeteransOutreach.org


our work is not only driven by heart, but guided by responsibility and transparency.

We invite you to visit our Candid nonprofit profile to learn more about our programs,
leadership, and impact:
https://app.candid.org/profile/7081231/veterans-outreach-22-3272976?

﻿To our donors, volunteers, and community partners—this recognition belongs to you.
Your trust, dedication, and belief in our mission make everything we do possible.
Together, we remain committed to honoring service, strengthening lives, and standing
up for those who once stood for us.

Our Programs For Veterans

Over the last 30 years, we have helped veterans more than 100,000 times. Our motto
is to "respectfully serve and honor all veterans".

We have developed programs that perform our mission to help veterans that include
the Direct Aid Program, the Outreach Program, the Heroes' Closet Program, and
the Freedom Food Pantry Program.

Read More →

 

https://app.candid.org/profile/7081231/veterans-outreach-22-3272976
https://veteransoutreach.com/programs/


 





https://youtu.be/Qoo8d_uw2gc
https://youtu.be/Qoo8d_uw2gc


 







 

 Veterans Outreach Grayson Car Show

Despite several cancellations due to the weather forecast, the Veterans Outreach Car
Show at our Grayson, Kentucky Branch Office was a wonderful success!

We were thrilled with the turnout and grateful to everyone who came out to support
Veterans Outreach. Car enthusiasts brought an impressive variety of cars, trucks,
Jeeps, motorcycles, and off-road vehicles, making for a fun-filled day for everyone
who attended.



The event was more than just a car show—it was an opportunity for veterans,
families, friends, and community members to come together, enjoy the day, and
support the mission of Veterans Outreach. We are incredibly thankful to our
participants, volunteers, supporters, and everyone who helped make the event
possible.

A special thank-you goes to everyone who braved the uncertain weather and joined
us. Your support means so much to our veterans and to our Grayson branch! 
We also captured some great moments from the day. Be sure to check out the
awesome video from the event!

Watch the Grayson Car Show Video
We’re already looking forward to next year! 

 

Events

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F1Yl6KSr6to








Support For Our Veterans
Your generosity has been instrumental in propelling Veterans' Outreach toward new
heights, and we extend our deepest thanks for your continued commitment to our
mission.

Honoring a Gift of Hope: Thank You to the Pallottine
Foundation of Huntington



Veterans’ Outreach is honored and grateful to announce that we have been selected
as one of 164 nonprofit organizations to receive funding through the Pallottine
Foundation of Huntington’s Healthy Communities Initiative. This year, the Foundation
awarded more than $2.5 million in grants across 20 counties to address critical health
and wellness needs throughout Appalachia and the tri-state region.

We are especially thankful to receive a grant of $21,862 to support our project:

Helping Veterans in Grayson, KY – Building Services & Food Support
This funding will allow us to expand our outreach to veterans in Eastern Kentucky — a
region facing significant challenges related to rural poverty, limited access to services,
food insecurity, and health disparities.
Because of the Pallottine Foundation’s generosity, Veterans’ Outreach will be able to
provide:

Healthy food and clean water through our Freedom Food Pantry
Warm clothing, hygiene items, and essential resources for veterans in need
Phone and gas cards to help veterans reach medical appointments and critical
services
New computers and a cash register system to improve recordkeeping and
pantry operations
Safety supplies, including opioid reversal kits, a secure medication cabinet, and
sharps containers

Thank You to the National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution for their generous $2,500 donation to Veterans’ Outreach.
This meaningful gift will be used for Direct Aid, helping us provide immediate support
to veterans and their families when they need it most. From essential supplies to
critical assistance, contributions like this make a real difference in the lives of those
who have served our country.



We are grateful for organizations like the Daughters of the American Revolution who
continue to honor the spirit of service and patriotism by supporting our nation’s
veterans.

﻿Thank you for standing with us and for helping us continue our mission. 

Thank You to TCC

Veterans' Outreach is deeply grateful to the TCC for $2500. This support assists us to
be able to serve and support our veterans.

Thank You, Community Foundation of the Mahoning
Valley

Veterans Outreach sincerely thanks the Community Foundation of the Mahoning
Valley for their generous $5,000 grant supporting our Direct Aid Program. This funding
helps us provide timely, essential assistance to veterans and their families during
moments of urgent need. We are grateful for their continued commitment to
strengthening our community and supporting those who have served.

Thank You, Walmart Foundation!

Veterans' Outreach is deeply grateful to the Walmart Foundation for their continued
generosity and unwavering commitment to veterans in need. Their support has
allowed us to expand our programs and services, providing crucial assistance to
those who have served our country. With their help, we can ensure that veterans
receive the care, stability, and resources they deserve. Thank you for making a real
difference! 

Disabled American Veterans Charitable Service Trust



With Gratitude to the DAV Charitable Service Trust
Veterans’ Outreach is incredibly grateful to the DAV Charitable Service Trust for their
generous support through a $35,000 restricted grant awarded to our Veterans’
Outreach Empowerment Initiative.

This funding will directly support the work we do every day, providing case
management, supportive services, and financial assistance to at-risk veterans and
their families. It allows us to step in when it matters most and help create stability for
those who have served our country.

Support like this makes a real difference. Because of the DAV Charitable Service
Trust, we are able to reach more veterans, meet more needs, and continue standing
in the gap for those who need us most.

Because of your support, we can continue showing up for veterans and their families
when they need it most, thank you for helping make that possible.

Hollywood Gaming

For years now, Hollywood Gaming at Mahoning Valley Race Course has been a
steadfast supporter of ours. We are so grateful for them and their kindness. These
much-needed funds go towards renovating our new building location. Thank you,
Hollywood Gaming!

 

Donate Now
 

We thank all of you that have supported our Mission through your donations,
thoughts, and prayers. You made it possible to help tens of thousands of Veterans
with financial assistance, food, and clothing. Your pledge of support is needed to
continue our mission to serve and honor all veterans. Will you make a small
monthly pledge of $10 or more? This gift can immediately make a difference for
a Veteran in need.



Donate Now

You can also call 888-2-VET-NET and speak with Teri Ely to donate.

 

News

https://youtu.be/RFdY75e-f54
https://youtu.be/RFdY75e-f54
https://veteransoutreach.com/donate/


September

﻿National Service Dog Month Month of September

National Suicide Prevention Month
Month of September

V-J Day (Victory over Japan) Sept. 2

Patriot Day
Sept. 11

Air Force (USAF) Birthday
Sept. 18

Air National Guard Birthday
Sept. 18

﻿National POW/MIA Recognition Day
Third Friday in Sep.

Gold Star Mother’s Day
Last Sunday in September

VFW Day
﻿Sept. 29

 

U.S. Department of
﻿Veteran Affairs

List of Discounts



Veteran discounts available year round.

The research of Veteran discounts often means dodging outdated information,
misleading sites or even malware. The U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs created a
reliable list: no fees, and fully vetted. The list was verified as of June 11, 2026.

Examples of discounts are listed below. Go to "Read More" for the extensive list of
discounts.
Automotive
Audi 

BMW

GM (Chevrolet, Buick, GMC, and Cadillac)

Chrysler

Ford/Lincoln

Harley Davidson

Read More →
 

Heroes' Passage In Kentucky

Veterans' Outreach was donated 110 acres of Kentucky
wilderness. Plans are underway for the development of Heroes'
Passage, a veteran retreat with a healing environment for
veterans that are having problems with transitioning to civilian
life.
Read More →

 

Veterans' Outreach

Ohio

Corporate

17 Colonial Drive

Alabama

807 Midway St.

Hartselle, AL 35640

Florida

5650 Park Blvd. N

Ste. 3

Kentucky

512 E. Main St.

Grayson, KY 41143

New York

P: (888) 283-8638

﻿West VA

https://www.audiusa.com/en/shopping-tools/military-select-program/
https://www.bmwusa.com/special-offers/military-incentive.html
https://www.gmmilitaryappreciation.com/
https://www.chrysler.com/bonus_incentives.html
https://fordrecognizesu.com/military/Home/Index
https://www.harley-davidson.com/us/en/about-us/sustainability/military-support.html#benefits
https://news.va.gov/85765/veteran-discounts-available-year-round/
https://veteransoutreach.com/heroespassage/
https://veteransoutreach.com/contact/
https://veteransoutreach.com/contact/
https://veteransoutreach.com/contact/
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransOutreachToSERVEandHONOR/
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransOutreachToSERVEandHONOR/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/poNzWC9yYsmAnmn18


Youngstown, OH 44505

Phone: 888-2VETNET

Fax: 330-755-5930

P: (256) 778-3266

F: (256) 778-03267

Pinellas Park, FL

33781

P: (727) 317-3712

F: (727) 317-3713

P: (606) 475-0216

F: (606) 475-0217

P: (888) 283-8638
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