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Honors College Students Support Veterans’ Outreach

Veterans’ Outreach was honored to be approached by Youngstown State University’s
Dr. Mollie Hartup to participate in a special project opportunity for students in
the Sokolov Honors College.

A curated list of meaningful project options was developed for students to choose
from, each designed to directly support our mission of serving local veterans.

We are especially proud of the six Honors College students who selected Veterans’
Outreach and dedicated their time and talents to strengthening our organization. Their
work reflects not only academic excellence but a genuine commitment to making a
difference in the lives of those who have served.

These students will present the results of their efforts at the YSU Community
Engagement Symposium on April 10th, showcasing the impact of their contributions
and the value of community partnership.

We are deeply grateful for their dedication, as well as the opportunity to witness the
passion and innovation these students bring to supporting our mission. Their work
helps reinforce the strength and integrity of our organization as we continue serving
veterans in our community.

We also extend our sincere thanks to the Community Engagement Symposium
Planning Team for providing this platform to celebrate meaningful collaboration and
service.

John Ely, President & Founder

 

YSU Honors College Students Support Veterans’ Outreach

As a part of the YSU Sokolov Honors College, we as students are given the
opportunity to choose an organization to volunteer at. After looking through the
different organizations, we ultimately felt that there was one name that stood out in
particular: Veterans’ Outreach. As a group, we decided to help support Veterans’
Outreach so that we could give back to those who have served to protect our nation,
while also make a meaningful impact within our community here in Youngstown.



During our time at the complex, we first met with the man who started it all, John Ely.
He introduced himself to us and shared the story of the history of the organization,
explaining what started it all and how it has grown to what it is today. The impact of his
story resonated with us and gave us a deeper understanding of our purpose while
volunteering at Veterans’ Outreach.

Our objective as volunteers was to help spread awareness of available furniture and
other household items within Building 19. We photographed donated furniture—
including tables, chairs, dressers, and other items —and posted them on Facebook
Marketplace. Through our efforts, the organization hopes to be able to raise funds
while also clearing out Building 19, with the goal of putting the space to use in the
future.

Overall, this experience allowed us to contribute to an amazing organization by
supporting their mission of helping veterans in need. We are all extremely grateful for
the opportunity to give back to the community and the connections we made along the
way.

Please visit veteransoutreach.org, and feel free to reach out with any questions or
inquiries: Jely@veteransoutreach.org

Please get to know us. Get involved.
To serve is an honor.

John Ely
President & Founder, Veterans’ Outreach
Veterans’ Outreach Corporate
17 Colonial Drive, Youngstown, Ohio 44505
www.veteransoutreach.org | (330) 755-5792

 

Veterans’ Outreach Awarded 2026 Platinum Seal of
Transparency

Veterans’ Outreach is honored to announce that we have earned the 2026 Platinum
Seal of Transparency from Candid, the highest level of recognition a nonprofit can
achieve for accountability and openness.

This designation reflects our long-standing commitment to doing things the right way
—serving veterans with integrity, stewardship, and respect. The Platinum Seal
ensures that our supporters, partners, and the public can clearly see how Veterans’
Outreach operates, how resources are used, and the real impact being made for
veterans and their families.

For more than three decades, Veterans’ Outreach has remained focused on one
mission: never turning our backs on veterans in need. Earning this seal affirms that
our work is not only driven by heart, but guided by responsibility and transparency.

We invite you to visit our Candid nonprofit profile to learn more about our programs,
leadership, and impact:
https://app.candid.org/profile/7081231/veterans-outreach-22-3272976?

http://veteransoutreach.org/
http://www.veteransoutreach.org/
https://app.candid.org/profile/7081231/veterans-outreach-22-3272976


To our donors, volunteers, and community partners—this recognition belongs to you.
Your trust, dedication, and belief in our mission make everything we do possible.
Together, we remain committed to honoring service, strengthening lives, and standing
up for those who once stood for us.

Our Programs For Veterans

Over the last 30 years, we have helped veterans more than 100,000 times. Our motto
is to "respectfully serve and honor all veterans".

We have developed programs that perform our mission to help veterans that include
the Direct Aid Program, the Outreach Program, the Heroes' Closet Program, and
the Freedom Food Pantry Program.

Read More →

https://veteransoutreach.com/programs/




https://youtu.be/Qoo8d_uw2gc
https://youtu.be/Qoo8d_uw2gc


 

Events







 



Support For Our Veterans
Your generosity has been instrumental in propelling Veterans' Outreach toward new
heights, and we extend our deepest thanks for your continued commitment to our



mission.

Thank You to the National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution for their generous $2,500 donation to Veterans’ Outreach.
This meaningful gift will be used for Direct Aid, helping us provide immediate support
to veterans and their families when they need it most. From essential supplies to
critical assistance, contributions like this make a real difference in the lives of those
who have served our country.

We are grateful for organizations like the Daughters of the American Revolution who
continue to honor the spirit of service and patriotism by supporting our nation’s
veterans.

﻿Thank you for standing with us and for helping us continue our mission. 

Thank You to TCC

Veterans' Outreach is deeply grateful to the TCC for $2500. This support assists us to
be able to serve and support our veterans.

Thank You, Community Foundation of the Mahoning
Valley



Veterans Outreach sincerely thanks the Community Foundation of the Mahoning
Valley for their generous $5,000 grant supporting our Direct Aid Program. This funding
helps us provide timely, essential assistance to veterans and their families during
moments of urgent need. We are grateful for their continued commitment to
strengthening our community and supporting those who have served.

Thank You to Northwood Realty Charitable Foundation!

Veterans’ Outreach would like to extend our deepest gratitude to the Northwood
Realty Charitable Foundation for hosting the Thanks for Giving Purse Bash to
benefit our mission.

Because of their incredible effort and generosity, the event raised nearly $15,000 to
support veteran housing needs. This remarkable impact was made possible by their
dedication, hard work, and belief in the mission of helping those who served.

We are proud to recognize the Northwood Realty Charitable Foundation as an
outstanding community partner and sponsor. Their contribution will make a meaningful
difference in the lives of local veterans.

Thank you for standing with Veterans’ Outreach! 

Thank You, Texas Roadhouse!

We are filled with gratitude for the generous support we've received from Texas
Roadhouse in honor of our mission to serve veterans. Their unexpected kindness and
commitment to giving back to the community have deeply touched our hearts.

Donations like theirs help us continue our work, meeting the urgent needs of veterans
and their families with dignity, respect, and compassion. Whether it’s food, housing
support, or essential services, every bit of help strengthens our ability to make a real
difference
.



Thank you, Texas Roadhouse, for standing with our heroes. Your generosity reminds
us that great things happen when community and purpose come together.

Thank You, Walmart Foundation!

Veterans' Outreach is deeply grateful to the Walmart Foundation for their continued
generosity and unwavering commitment to veterans in need. Their support has
allowed us to expand our programs and services, providing crucial assistance to
those who have served our country. With their help, we can ensure that veterans
receive the care, stability, and resources they deserve. Thank you for making a real
difference! 

Disabled American Veterans Charitable Service Trust

With Gratitude to the DAV Charitable Service Trust
Veterans’ Outreach is incredibly grateful to the DAV Charitable Service Trust for their
generous support through a $35,000 restricted grant awarded to our Veterans’
Outreach Empowerment Initiative.

This funding will directly support the work we do every day, providing case
management, supportive services, and financial assistance to at-risk veterans and
their families. It allows us to step in when it matters most and help create stability for
those who have served our country.

Support like this makes a real difference. Because of the DAV Charitable Service
Trust, we are able to reach more veterans, meet more needs, and continue standing
in the gap for those who need us most.

Because of your support, we can continue showing up for veterans and their families
when they need it most, thank you for helping make that possible.

Thank You to Ohio State Eagles Club #2178!

﻿Veterans' Outreach is deeply grateful to the Ohio State Eagles Club #2178 from
Ashland, Ohio. Your support plays a vital role in helping us continue to serve and
support our veterans. We are honored to have you as a partner in our mission and



truly appreciate your commitment to making a difference in the lives of those who
have served our country. Thank you for your kindness and generosity!

Grant Received from the Trumbull County Commissioners

We are beyond excited to announce that the Trumbull County Veterans Service
Commission has generously provided a grant for $90,000 to our cause. This
substantial contribution will be pivotal in expanding our services and resources for
veterans in need. The grant underscores the importance of our mission and provides
a significant boost to our efforts in making a lasting difference in the lives of those who
have served our country. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the Trumbull County
Veterans Service Commission for their incredible support.

The Youngstown Foundation Fuels Our Mission!

We are proud to highlight the tremendous support of The Youngstown Foundation,
whose generous $30,000 grant made it possible for Veterans' Outreach to purchase
our box truck, an investment that has already transformed the way we serve veterans.

The truck has now been fully wrapped, and the finished design is absolutely beautiful.
Even more importantly, it has been in active use for months, quickly proving to be an
incredible asset to our mission.

This truck allows us to efficiently collect essential donations, furniture, food, clothing,
and household items, that directly support veterans and their families. Its capacity,
reliability, and visibility have strengthened our outreach efforts and expanded our
ability to respond to the needs of the community.



To The Youngstown Foundation: thank you for helping fuel our mission. Your
generosity continues to make a meaningful impact every single day, mile after mile.

Hollywood Gaming

For years now, Hollywood Gaming at Mahoning Valley Race Course has been a
steadfast supporter of ours. We are so grateful for them and their kindness. These
much-needed funds go towards renovating our new building location. Thank you,
Hollywood Gaming!

 

Donate Now
 

We thank all of you that have supported our Mission through your donations,
thoughts, and prayers. You made it possible to help tens of thousands of Veterans
with financial assistance, food, and clothing. Your pledge of support is needed to
continue our mission to serve and honor all veterans. Will you make a small
monthly pledge of $10 or more? This gift can immediately make a difference for
a Veteran in need.



Donate Now

You can also call 888-2-VET-NET and speak with Teri Ely to donate.

 

News
 

Ap﻿ril Discounts

https://youtu.be/RFdY75e-f54
https://youtu.be/RFdY75e-f54
https://veteransoutreach.com/donate/


Month of the Military Child
Month of April

Military Saves Month
Month of April

Gold Star Spouses Day
April 5

National Former POW
Recognition Day
April 9

Air Force Reserve Birthday
April 14

Army Reserve Birthday
April 23

National Military Brats Day
﻿April 30

VFW (Veterans of Foreign Wars)
members receive exclusive discounts
on travel, retail, insurance, and health
services (vision/hearing)
through VFW Member Benefits. Key
offers include savings
﻿on Bridgestone/Firestone tires, KCBS
BBQ memberships, and financial
planning. The VFW also provides
free VA claim assistance and Unmet
Needs grants up to $2,500. 

Read More →

 

Heroes' Passage In Kentucky

Veterans' Outreach was donated 110 acres of Kentucky
wilderness. Plans are underway for the development of Heroes'
Passage, a veteran retreat with a healing environment for
veterans that are having problems with transitioning to civilian
life.
Read More →

 

Veterans' Outreach

https://www.vfw.org/join/member-benefits
https://www.vfw.org/join/member-benefits/retail-discounts
https://vfw6298.org/di/vfw/v2/default.asp?pid=126555
https://vfw6298.org/di/vfw/v2/default.asp?pid=126555
https://www.vfw.org/assistance/financial-grants
https://www.vfw.org/assistance/financial-grants
https://www.vfw.org/join/member-benefits
https://veteransoutreach.com/heroespassage/
https://veteransoutreach.com/contact/
https://veteransoutreach.com/contact/
https://veteransoutreach.com/contact/
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransOutreachToSERVEandHONOR/
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransOutreachToSERVEandHONOR/


Ohio

Corporate

17 Colonial Drive

Youngstown, OH 44505

Phone: 888-2VETNET

Fax: 330-755-5930

Alabama

807 Midway St.

Hartselle, AL 35640

P: (256) 778-3266

F: (256) 778-03267

Florida

5650 Park Blvd. N

Ste. 3

Pinellas Park, FL

33781

P: (727) 317-3712

F: (727) 317-3713

Kentucky

512 E. Main St.

Grayson, KY 41143

P: (606) 475-0216

F: (606) 475-0217

New York

P: (888) 283-8638

﻿West VA

P: (888) 283-8638
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