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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6c4Ow8jQQbs&list=RD6c4Ow8jQQbs&start_radio=1
https://youtu.be/Qoo8d_uw2gc
https://youtu.be/RFdY75e-f54
https://veteransoutreach.com/contact/
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransOutreachToSERVEandHONOR/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=02340333-e99e-4400-b7bb-a3572af20434

Serving our veterans in Ohio, Kentucky, Alabama, Florida, West Virginia &
New York since 1994

Laura's Summit County Stand Down - Akron, September 2025

The term “Stand Down” has deep roots in military history. Originally, it was the order
given to troops in World War I and II to step back from combat, rest, and recover. It
was a chance for soldiers to restore their strength, clean their equipment, and regain
morale after prolonged periods of intense activity. In 1988, two Vietnam veterans
carried that meaning forward in a new way, creating the first "Stand Down” event in
San Diego to provide homeless and at-risk veterans with shelter, supplies, and
support. Since then, Stand Downs have spread across the country as days of service,
restoration, and dignity for veterans in need.

This year’s Summit County Stand Down in Akron proudly carried that legacy forward
and became one of the largest and most impactful events Veterans’ Outreach has
ever been a part of.

From the very beginning, the sense of community was overwhelming. JROTC cadets,
barber school students, veterans serving veterans, and countless agencies came
together with a single purpose: to honor and support those who have served our
nation. Everywhere you looked, there were acts of respect and kindness; haircuts
given freely, resources provided with care, and volunteers standing side by side to
meet the needs of veterans.

Many of the veterans who came through were men, and a large number were visibly
disabled. Yet each arrived with courage and left with something more: the reminder
that their service is honored and their sacrifices remembered.

My role that day was to greet each veteran and hand out branch buttons. It may
seem like a small gesture, but those buttons quickly became cherished keepsakes,
symbolizing pride and recognition. The pace was fast, at times busier than a
McDonald’s grill at lunchtime, but each handshake and word of thanks carried deep
meaning.

For the first time in our history at a Stand Down, we ran out of Army buttons. Despite
bringing more than 300, demand far exceeded supply, and about 50 veterans left
without one. I apologized and gave each of them a brochure or card, asking them to
reach out so we could mail a button to them free of charge. Other branches balanced
differently, the Coast Guard hardly moved, and the Space Force wasn't represented,
but it was a valuable lesson in planning for the future.

Behind the scenes, Teri Ely, Executive Director, was the steady hand guiding it all.
She unloaded supplies, set up tables, arranged the displays, and ensured everything
looked perfect before the doors opened. At the end of a long day, she packed it all
back up again. Her leadership was evident in every detail, and her determination
made our presence possible. Watching her in action, I was reminded that she is the
heart of this mission, tireless, focused, and mission-driven.

The day ran from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., but the hours flew by in a rush of
handshakes, smiles, and service. At one point, an event official hurried past our table
and shouted, “You guys are awesome, we love you!” That simple, unscripted moment




captured the spirit of the day.

Among the hundreds of faces, one encounter stood out: a towering Scotsman named
Dave. With his broad frame, long hair, and full beard, he looked like a Highland
warrior, but his work was just as mighty, a social worker serving nine counties. His
presence was unforgettable, and we were glad to extend an invitation to visit our
facilities. Encounters like his remind us of the incredible people working alongside us
to support veterans.

When the day was done, one thing was clear: this Stand Down was the largest single-
day outreach in the history of Veterans’ Outreach. We connected with, served, and
supported more veterans than ever before. It was a day that left us proud of our
mission, grateful for our community partners, and inspired by the leadership of Teri
Ely, Executive Director, whose passion continues to drive our work forward.

Laura's Summit County Stand Down showed us once again what the original “stand
down” meant to soldiers: a time to rest, restore, and recover. For today’s veterans, it
has become a day to be honored, supported, and remembered. And for Veterans'
Outreach, it was proof that when a community comes together, we can make history.

With pride,

John Ely

President & Founder
Veterans’ Outreach

Our Programs For Veterans

Over the last 31 years, we have helped veterans more than 100,000 times. Our motto
is to "respectfully serve and honor all veterans".

We have developed programs that perform our mission to help veterans that include
the Direct Aid Program, the Outreach Program, the Heroes' Closet Program, and the
Freedom Food Pantry Program.

Read More —»



https://veteransoutreach.com/programs/




GREAT FINDS FOR EVERYONE!
CLOTHING * FURNITURE » ANTIQUES * & MORE!

Sales Benefit Veterans Financial Services
20% Discount to Veterans
Vouchers Available for Veterans in Need by Request

Open Monday-Wednesday & Saturday!
17 Colonial Drive, Youngstown, O
am-4pm




17 Colonial Drive Youngstown, Oh

Maonday - Wadnesday & Saturday 10AM-2FM S N
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Book Your Event Today!

» 4,000 sq ft of space
 Perfect for any occasion

 Kitchen available ‘
« Tables and chairs provided for ' H
up to 80 guests —— =

e Available for bookings on e ST B
Swiriia ﬂijg‘“‘:g |

Fridays, Saturdays, and
Sundays, with some evening
availability during the week

 All proceeds benefit Veterans’

VETERANS QUTREACH

Outreach

Accessible bathrooms on-site
YOUNGSTOWN

FOUNDATION

 Callfor pricing and availability

tely@veteransoutreach.org
330-755-5792 x2
Support our veterans and book your
event at the Youngstown Foundation
Event Center today!




VETERANS’ OUTREACH

10TH ANNUAL

GOLF
SGIHIMBLE

0-“ s
9AM SHOTGUN START
18 HOLES & A CART - GAMES
50/50 - BASKET RAFFLE
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
BEVERAGE CART
LIGHT LUNCH - DINNER BUFFET

ENTRY FEE:

REGISTER TODAY!
VETERANS' OUTREACH
? 17 COLONIAL DRIVE,
YOUNGSTOWN, OH 44505
SIGN UP ONLINE:
VETERANSOUTREACH.ORG/
ANNUAL-GOLF-SCRAMBLE

OR CALL TO REGISTER:
$90/PERSON OR $360/TEAM {, 330-755-5792 EXT. 2

12 SEPTEMBER, | BEDFORD TRAILS
2 02 GOLF COURSE
9 713 Bedford Road, Lowellville, OH 44436

Support For Our Veterans

Your generosity has been instrumental in propelling Veterans' Outreach toward new
heights, and we extend our deepest thanks for your continued commitment to our
mission.

Thank You, Giant Eagle!



Veterans’ Outreach is honored to receive a $1,000 Giant Eagle gift card donation to
support our mission of serving veterans in need.

We are deeply grateful for Giant Eagle’s generosity and commitment to giving back to
those who have served our country. Partnerships like this help us continue to provide
essential support to veterans and their families.

Thank you, Giant Eagle, for standing with our heroes!

Thank You, Texas Roadhouse!

We are filled with gratitude for the generous support we've received from Texas
Roadhouse in honor of our mission to serve veterans. Their unexpected kindness and
commitment to giving back to the community have deeply touched our hearts.

Donations like theirs help us continue our work, meeting the urgent needs of veterans
and their families with dignity, respect, and compassion. Whether it’s food, housing
support, or essential services, every bit of help strengthens our ability to make a real
difference

Thank you, Texas Roadhouse, for standing with our heroes. Your generosity reminds
us that great things happen when community and purpose come together.

Thank You, Redstone Arsenal




Veterans' Outreach is honored to have been selected as a recipient of the Redstone
Arsenal Military & Civilians’ Club (RSAMCC) Community Assistance Grant for 2024—
2025! Thank you, RSAMCC, for awarding us $1,500 to support our Veterans
Empowerment Initiative in Hartselle, AL. Your generosity helps us continue providing
vital services to veterans in need, including emergency assistance, employment
support, and personal development programs. We are deeply grateful for your
support and belief in our mission.

Thank You, Walmart Foundation!

Walmart

Foundation

Veterans' Outreach is deeply grateful to the Walmart Foundation for their continued
generosity and unwavering commitment to veterans in need. Their support has
allowed us to expand our programs and services, providing crucial assistance to those
who have served our country. With their help, we can ensure that veterans receive
the care, stability, and resources they deserve. Thank you for making a real
difference!

A Heartfelt Thanks to TCC Gives!

TCC
= had

We extend our sincere appreciation to TCC Gives for their generous support of our
mission. Their contributions have directly impacted the lives of veterans by helping us
provide essential aid, from food and housing assistance to emergency financial relief.
TCC Gives' commitment to giving back strengthens our ability to serve those who




have sacrificed for our freedom. Thank you for your kindness and dedication!

Disabled American Veterans Charitable Service Trust
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Charitable Service Trust

Donor Spotlight: DAV Charitable Service Trust
Empowering Hope with a $25,000 Grant
Veterans’ Outreach is proud to recognize the DAV Charitable Service Trust's incredible
generosity and unwavering commitment to veterans. We are honored to have
received a $25,000 grant from the Trust to assist veterans facing critical challenges.
This impactful contribution will directly support essential services, including:

e Emergency financial aid

e Housing and utility assistance

e Food and nutrition programs

e Medical expense support
Thanks to the DAV Charitable Service Trust, we can expand our reach across our
registered service states and provide hope, stability, and dignity to veterans in need.
From all of us at Veterans' Outreach, and the many veterans whose lives will be
touched, thank you to the DAV Charitable Service Trust for being a true force for
good.

Meijer’s Generosity is Changing Lives!

[ X )
A special thank you to Meijer for their incredible generosity and dedication to
supporting veterans in need. Through their contributions, we are able to provide vital
services that uplift and empower those who have served our nation. Meijer's

commitment to community impact is truly inspiring, and we are honored to have them
as a partner in this mission. Together, we are making a lasting difference!

CSX: Driving Support for Our Veterans

We are incredibly grateful to CSX for funding a portion of the Veterans' Outreach
Empowerment Initiative. Their support ensures that veterans receive life-changing
assistance, including housing, food, medical aid, and emergency relief. CSX has a long
history of standing with veterans, and their generosity helps us continue our mission
of providing a hand up, not a handout. Thank you, CSX, for your dedication to those




who have served!

Thank You to Ohio State Eagles Club #2178!

Veterans' Outreach is deeply grateful to the Ohio State Eagles Club #2178 from
Ashland, Ohio, for their generous donation of $5,000. Your support plays a vital role
in helping us continue to serve and support our veterans. We are honored to have
you as a partner in our mission and truly appreciate your commitment to making a
difference in the lives of those who have served our country. Thank you for your
kindness and generosity!

Grant Received from the Trumbull County Commissioners

We are beyond excited to announce that the Trumbull County Veterans Service
Commission has generously provided a grant for $90,000 to our cause. This
substantial contribution will be pivotal in expanding our services and resources for
veterans in need. The grant underscores the importance of our mission and provides
a significant boost to our efforts in making a lasting difference in the lives of those
who have served our country. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the Trumbull
County Veterans Service Commission for their incredible support.

The Youngstown Foundation

THE
y.\m\(;wrm\x
FOUNDATION

Donor Spotlight: The Youngstown Foundation Fuels Our Mission!

We are thrilled to share some exciting news—The Youngstown Foundation has
generously awarded Veterans' Outreach a $30,000 grant to help us purchase a brand-
new box truck for our donation pick-ups!




Thanks to their incredible support, we were able to purchase the truck last week, and
we’re already hard at work designing a custom wrap that will proudly represent our
mission as we serve the community.

This box truck is a game-changer for us. It allows us to more efficiently collect
essential donations—furniture, food, clothing, and household items—that directly
support veterans and their families. With more space, better reliability, and improved
visibility, this truck will help us reach more veterans in need than ever before.

To The Youngstown Foundation: thank you from the bottom of our hearts for investing
in our work. Your generosity helps keep our wheels turning and allows us to continue
honoring and assisting those who served.

Stay tuned for updates as we unveil the truck’s new look soon!

Hollywood Gaming
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MAHOMNING VALLEY RACE COURSE

For years now, Hollywood Gaming at Mahoning Valley Race Course has been a
steadfast supporter of ours. We are so grateful for them and their kindness. These
much-needed funds go towards renovating our new building location. Thank you,
Hollywood Gaming!

Donate Now

We thank all of you that have supported our Mission through your donations,
thoughts, and prayers. You made it possible to help tens of thousands of Veterans
with financial assistance, food, and clothing. Your pledge of support is needed to
continue our mission to serve and honor all veterans. Will you make a small monthly
pledge of $10 or more? This gift can immediately make a difference for a Veteran in
need.
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Help Local Veterans Nowl  BBE-ZVET-MET * VeteransOutreach.org

You can also call 888-2-VET-NET and speak with Teri Ely to donate.

News

September Discounts



https://veteransoutreach.com/donate/

National Suicide Prevention Month
Month of September

National Service Dog Month
Month of September

Patriot Day
Sept. 11

Air Force (USAF) Birthday
Sept. 18

National POW/MIA Recognition Day
Third Friday in Sep.

Gold Star Mother’s Day
Last Sunday in September

VFW Day
Sept. 29

Fall is here, and with the change of
season comes the spookiest time
of year: Halloween. Whether you're
buying costumes for your kids or
looking for festive indoor and
outdoor decorations for your home,
the following military discounts can
help while you shop.

Read More -

Costumes

HalloweenCostumes.com
Pick out the perfect costume online
at HalloweenCostumes.com and
get $10 off orders of $50 or more
with a valid military email address.
The discount applies to most
products on the site, including
costumes, accessories and
decorations.

Heroes' Passage In Kentucky

Veterans' Outreach was donated 110 acres of Kentucky wilderness. Plans
are underway for the development of Heroes' Passage, a veteran retreat
with a healing environment for veterans that are having problems with

transitioning to civilian life.
Read More -

| VETERANS' OUTREACH I
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Veterans' Outreach

Alabama
Corporate 807 Midway St.
17 Colonial Drive Hartselle, AL
Youngstown, OH 35640
44505 P: (256) 778-3266
Phone: 888- F: (256) 778-
2VETNET 03267
Fax: 330-755-5930

5650 Park Blvd. N

Pinellas Park, FL

Kentucky New York
512 E. Main St. P: (888)283-8638
Grayson, KY 41143 West VA
P: (606) 475-0216 P: (888)283-8638
F: (606) 475-0217

P: (727) 317-3712
F: (727) 317-3713


https://www.military.com/discounts
https://www.military.com/discounts/halloweencostumescom
https://www.military.com/discounts/halloweencostumescom-military-discount
https://veteransoutreach.com/heroespassage/
https://veteransoutreach.com/contact/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/poNzWC9yYsmAnmn18
https://maps.app.goo.gl/poNzWC9yYsmAnmn18
tel: 8882838638

Veterans' Outreach | 17 Colonial Drive | Youngstown, OH 44505 US
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