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Our Son of America, Riding for Our Veterans ​

By John Ely, President & Founder, Veterans’ Outreach

Good day, Patriots—

https://youtu.be/Qoo8d_uw2gc
https://youtu.be/RFdY75e-f54
https://veteransoutreach.com/contact/
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransOutreachToSERVEandHONOR/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=ec456c61-0c93-4fd8-b5ed-f5316dfc853f


This past October, my son got us involved in something both thrilling and terrifying:
the Race Across the East (RAE)—a grueling 628-mile ultra-endurance cycling race
with over 41,000 feet of elevation gain. We call our son Joshus “Son of America” for
what he accomplished, and for the role his mom and I played alongside him.
The moment he committed to the race, everything changed. We dove into studying
the rules, prepping our support vehicle with the right lights and official race stickers,
and forming a crew called “Beasts of the East.” Joshus rode not only for Veterans’
Outreach, where he works as our Grant Writer and Program Developer, but also in
memory of his Uncle Richard, a Vietnam veteran, and his Grandfather Bill, who served
at Pearl Harbor. He placed their photos on his back beneath our charity’s logo—and
we couldn't have been prouder.

But this wasn’t just a ride—it was a harrowing, life-threatening ordeal at times. One
moment in particular will stay with us forever: a vehicle, trying to pass our support
truck, lost control and crashed into a guardrail—narrowly missing Joshus. Watching
that unfold shook us, especially his mom.

There were relentless storms, brutal climbs, and long hours in the dark. My job was to
keep him fueled, handing off food and drinks as he pushed forward. Through it all, he
never quit. And while Joshus showed incredible strength, grit, and endurance, to us,
he’ll always be our humble “Son of America.”

Please read his account of the journey below. We believe his story speaks to the
resilience of those we serve—and the mission we all share.

With pride,
John Ely
President & Founder
Veterans’ Outreach



Race Across The East 2025 - Event Report

In October 2024, I committed to the Race Across the East (RAE), a 628-mile ultra-
endurance cycling event covering over 41,000 feet of elevation gain across Ohio,
West Virginia, Maryland, and into the Atlantic coast. It represents the final 1/5
segment of the legendary Race Across America (RAAM) and serves as an official
qualifier. By completing RAE, I’ve earned the option to race the full RAAM next year.

Training began as soon as I found out about the event. Over the following eight
months, I logged high- volume endurance rides, gravel events, and multiple
Everesting efforts—all fully documented on Strava. In the final week, we rented a
large SUV and traveled to Blanchester, Ohio two days early to prepare. My race bikes,
a SCOTT Addict RC and a Cannondale SuperSix, were both tuned and ready to go,
with the goal of switching setups based on terrain and fatigue.

My crew was everything. My father, John Ely, handled late-night driving and resupply
coordination. My mother, Teri Ely, managed food, hydration, and kept my spirits
steady. John Parks III and Braucht Hershberger took turns crewing and monitoring



me through the night, solving mechanical issues, and making sure I stayed focused
and safe. Their precision and trust allowed me to race as hard as I did, despite
extreme fatigue, severe storms, and long stretches of highway traffic.

The first segment of the race was 472 miles in just over 27 hours of ride time, with
33,883 feet of gain. I hit 100 miles in under 4.5 hours and passed 250 miles in 12.
Night riding wore me down. At mile 330, I was deeply depleted, unable to stomach
more sugary mixes, and failing to sleep despite trying. I changed kits and bikes and
kept climbing through the Appalachians until I ate some 'fast-food', a double-bacon
cheeseburger and a McFlurry, which really energized me in an unexpected way.
Thunderstorms eventually shut me down more than 100 miles later. Back-to-back
weather systems soaked and froze my hands and feet, forcing me to pull into a hotel.
I lost 14 hours, most of it to a deep sleep, but regained strength and felt good
enough the following morning.

The next day, I rode 156 more miles with 7,432 feet of gain in just over 8 hours,
finishing at the Atlantic. My total ride time was 35 hours and 15 minutes. My pace
during the ride was close to my target, had the storms not interfered, I would’ve hit
the finish line by nightfall. This was my longest ride by more than 200 miles and my
third successful Everesting based on elevation. I was one of only a handful of
finishers and came in 5th overall.

This effort was in support of Veterans’ Outreach, where I serve as a grant writer and
program developer. My sister coordinated a GoFundMe campaign with all proceeds
directed to support veteran housing, food, and mental health needs. Crew members
helped promote updates, media, and live tracking.

I’m planning to race the Psycho 48 this October in North Carolina and have my sights
on the 2026 Race Across the West. Qualifying for RAAM opens new doors. With more
time, discipline, and better conditions, I believe I can do even more. My crew, family,
and friends made this effort possible, and I’m proud to have carried their strength to
the finish line.

 
Our Programs For Veterans

​Over the last 30 years, we have helped veterans more than 100,000 times. Our motto
is to "respectfully serve and honor all veterans".

We have developed programs that perform our mission to help veterans that include
the Direct Aid Program, the Outreach Program, the Heroes' Closet Program, and the
Freedom Food Pantry Program.

Read More →

https://veteransoutreach.com/programs/






Home Depot in Salem
A food collection box for Veterans’ Outreach









 

Support For Our Veterans



Your generosity has been instrumental in propelling Veterans' Outreach toward new
heights, and we extend our deepest thanks for your continued commitment to our
mission.

Thank You, Texas Roadhouse!

We are filled with gratitude for the generous support we've received from Texas
Roadhouse in honor of our mission to serve veterans. Their unexpected kindness and
commitment to giving back to the community have deeply touched our hearts.

Donations like theirs help us continue our work, meeting the urgent needs of veterans
and their families with dignity, respect, and compassion. Whether it’s food, housing
support, or essential services, every bit of help strengthens our ability to make a real
difference
.
Thank you, Texas Roadhouse, for standing with our heroes. Your generosity reminds
us that great things happen when community and purpose come together.

Thank You, Redstone Arsenal

Veterans' Outreach is honored to have been selected as a recipient of the Redstone
Arsenal Military & Civilians’ Club (RSAMCC) Community Assistance Grant for 2024–
2025! Thank you, RSAMCC, for awarding us $1,500 to support our Veterans
Empowerment Initiative in Hartselle, AL. Your generosity helps us continue providing
vital services to veterans in need, including emergency assistance, employment
support, and personal development programs. We are deeply grateful for your



support and belief in our mission.

Thank You, Walmart Foundation!

Veterans' Outreach is deeply grateful to the Walmart Foundation for their continued
generosity and unwavering commitment to veterans in need. Their support has
allowed us to expand our programs and services, providing crucial assistance to those
who have served our country. With their help, we can ensure that veterans receive
the care, stability, and resources they deserve. Thank you for making a real
difference! 

A Heartfelt Thanks to TCC Gives!

We extend our sincere appreciation to TCC Gives for their generous support of our
mission. Their contributions have directly impacted the lives of veterans by helping us
provide essential aid, from food and housing assistance to emergency financial relief.
TCC Gives' commitment to giving back strengthens our ability to serve those who
have sacrificed for our freedom. Thank you for your kindness and dedication!

Disabled American Veterans Charitable Service Trust

Donor Spotlight: DAV Charitable Service Trust
Empowering Hope with a $25,000 Grant
Veterans’ Outreach is proud to recognize the DAV Charitable Service Trust's incredible
generosity and unwavering commitment to veterans. We are honored to have
received a $25,000 grant from the Trust to assist veterans facing critical challenges.
This impactful contribution will directly support essential services, including:

Emergency financial aid
Housing and utility assistance
Food and nutrition programs
Medical expense support



Thanks to the DAV Charitable Service Trust, we can expand our reach across our
registered service states and provide hope, stability, and dignity to veterans in need.
From all of us at Veterans' Outreach, and the many veterans whose lives will be
touched, thank you to the DAV Charitable Service Trust for being a true force for
good.

Meijer’s Generosity is Changing Lives!

A special thank you to Meijer for their incredible generosity and dedication to
supporting veterans in need. Through their contributions, we are able to provide vital
services that uplift and empower those who have served our nation. Meijer's
commitment to community impact is truly inspiring, and we are honored to have them
as a partner in this mission. Together, we are making a lasting difference!

CSX: Driving Support for Our Veterans

We are incredibly grateful to CSX for funding a portion of the Veterans' Outreach
Empowerment Initiative. Their support ensures that veterans receive life-changing
assistance, including housing, food, medical aid, and emergency relief. CSX has a long
history of standing with veterans, and their generosity helps us continue our mission
of providing a hand up, not a handout. Thank you, CSX, for your dedication to those
who have served!

Thank You to Ohio State Eagles Club #2178!

Veterans' Outreach is deeply grateful to the Ohio State Eagles Club #2178 from
Ashland, Ohio, for their generous donation of $5,000. Your support plays a vital role
in helping us continue to serve and support our veterans. We are honored to have
you as a partner in our mission and truly appreciate your commitment to making a
difference in the lives of those who have served our country. Thank you for your
kindness and generosity!

Grant Received from the Trumbull County Commissioners



We are beyond excited to announce that the Trumbull County Veterans Service
Commission has generously provided a grant for $90,000 to our cause. This
substantial contribution will be pivotal in expanding our services and resources for
veterans in need. The grant underscores the importance of our mission and provides
a significant boost to our efforts in making a lasting difference in the lives of those
who have served our country. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the Trumbull
County Veterans Service Commission for their incredible support.

The Youngstown Foundation

Donor Spotlight: The Youngstown Foundation Fuels Our Mission!

We are thrilled to share some exciting news—The Youngstown Foundation has
generously awarded Veterans' Outreach a $30,000 grant to help us purchase a brand-
new box truck for our donation pick-ups!

Thanks to their incredible support, we were able to purchase the truck last week, and
we’re already hard at work designing a custom wrap that will proudly represent our
mission as we serve the community.

This box truck is a game-changer for us. It allows us to more efficiently collect
essential donations—furniture, food, clothing, and household items—that directly
support veterans and their families. With more space, better reliability, and improved
visibility, this truck will help us reach more veterans in need than ever before.

To The Youngstown Foundation: thank you from the bottom of our hearts for investing
in our work. Your generosity helps keep our wheels turning and allows us to continue
honoring and assisting those who served.

Stay tuned for updates as we unveil the truck’s new look soon!



Hollywood Gaming

For years now, Hollywood Gaming at Mahoning Valley Race Course has been a
steadfast supporter of ours. We are so grateful for them and their kindness. These
much-needed funds go towards renovating our new building location. Thank you,
Hollywood Gaming!

 

Donate Now
 

We thank all of you that have supported our Mission through your donations,
thoughts, and prayers. You made it possible to help tens of thousands of Veterans
with financial assistance, food, and clothing. Your pledge of support is needed to
continue our mission to serve and honor all veterans. Will you make a small monthly
pledge of $10 or more? This gift can immediately make a difference for a Veteran in
need.

Donate Now

https://veteransoutreach.com/donate/


You can also call 888-2-VET-NET and speak with Teri Ely to donate.

 
News

 

July ​

Independence Day
July 4

National Hire A Veteran Day
July 25

National Korean War Veterans
Armistice Day
July 27

National Buffalo Soldiers Day
July 28

Army Chaplain Corps Anniversary
July 29

Discounts For
Veterans

Discounts For Veterans

When it comes to special offers
and discounts, your status as a
veteran or active-duty service
member gets you more than the
special discounts available on
Veterans Day. Many retailers,
restaurants, services and more
offer special benefits for military
personnel and their families
every day of the year. 

Read More →

https://usveteransmagazine.com/usvm/money-saving-guide-military-discounts-all-year/


 
Heroes' Passage In Kentucky

Veterans' Outreach was donated 110 acres of Kentucky wilderness. Plans
are underway for the development of Heroes' Passage, a veteran retreat
with a healing environment for veterans that are having problems with
transitioning to civilian life.
Read More →

 

Veterans' Outreach

Ohio

Corporate

17 Colonial Drive

Youngstown, OH

44505

Phone: 888-

2VETNET

Fax: 330-755-5930

Alabama

807 Midway St.

Hartselle, AL

35640

P: (256) 778-3266

F: (256) 778-

03267

Florida

5650 Park Blvd. N

Ste. 3

Pinellas Park, FL

33781

P: (727) 317-3712

F: (727) 317-3713

Kentucky

512 E. Main St.

Grayson, KY 41143

P: (606) 475-0216

F: (606) 475-0217

New York

P: (888) 283-8638

West VA

P: (888) 283-8638

Veterans' Outreach | 17 Colonial Drive | Youngstown, OH 44505 US
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https://veteransoutreach.com/heroespassage/
https://veteransoutreach.com/contact/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/poNzWC9yYsmAnmn18
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