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The Vietnam Veteran’s Story

For decades, we have heard the voices of Vietnam Veterans, voices filled with pain, frustration, and
memories of a war that never truly ended for them. Their experiences were horrific, making their
transition back to civilian life incredibly difficult. Many struggled, and tragically, too many turned to
suicide.
Millions of Americans answered the call to serve, repeatedly putting themselves in harm’s way. Yet, we
can never fully grasp the depth of their sacrifices. During this time, many were subjected to government
experiments and used as guinea pigs in ways we still don’t fully understand. LSD trials were among the
most notorious, intensifying the trauma that so many endured.
The impact of PTSD on these veterans was compounded by the experiments they unknowingly
participated in. Our government—our own nation—betrayed them, without thought or regard for their
well-being.

Agent Orange: A Deadly Legacy
My brother, Richard, was one of those casualties. He parachuted into a jungle just after it had been
sprayed with Agent Orange. That defoliant—intended to strip leaves from trees—was also poisoning the
men on the ground.
If a chemical can destroy plant life so efficiently, what do you think it does to human flesh? No one
thought that through—or perhaps, they simply didn’t care.
When the war ended, nearly 58,000 American lives had been lost. But that wasn’t the final death toll. 2.7
million served in Vietnam—how many have died since from exposure to toxins like Agent Orange?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWbyeZwIRwU
https://youtu.be/Qoo8d_uw2gc
https://youtu.be/RFdY75e-f54
https://veteransoutreach.com/contact/
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransOutreachToSERVEandHONOR/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=14ef0289-528e-4885-987e-768e4aefce67


A Nation’s Betrayal
When our Vietnam Veterans finally came home, they weren’t met with parades or celebrations. Instead,
they were met with jeers, disgust, and outright hostility. Many were spat on and called “baby killers.” The
way they were treated still infuriates me to this day.
My brother Richard carried that burden every single day of his life. No veteran should ever have to endure
such disgrace after serving their country.

Your Story Deserves to Be Heard
If you are a Vietnam Veteran, I want to hear your story—what happened to you and your comrades?
This April, Veterans’ Outreach is dedicating the month to honoring Vietnam Veterans. WKBN and its
affiliate stations have asked us to participate in two special TV programs, airing on April 21st and May 5th
.

Join Us for a Roundtable Discussion
Before these specials air, we will be hosting a Vietnam Veteran Roundtable at Veterans’ Outreach
Headquarters in Youngstown, Ohio.
 Date: April 2, 2025
 Location: Veterans’ Outreach Event Center, 17 Colonial Drive, Youngstown, OH
 Time: 11:00 AM (EST)
We are inviting Vietnam Veterans and the public to participate in an open forum, where stories will be
shared, questions will be asked, and the truth will be told—raw and unfiltered.
This discussion is long overdue. We must ensure that the mistakes and injustices of the past are never
repeated.

Get Involved
If you are interested in being part of this forum or sharing your story, please contact me directly:
 Email:
 elyvetnet@aol.com
 jely@VeteransOutreach.org
Visit our website for more information: VeteransOutreach.org

Lest we forget.
God bless our veterans!

John Ely
President Veterans' Outreach

 
Our Programs For Veterans

​Over the last 30 years, we have helped veterans more than 100,000 times. Our motto
is to "respectfully serve and honor all veterans".

We have developed programs that perform our mission to help veterans that include
the Direct Aid Program, the Outreach Program, the Heroes' Closet Program, and the
Freedom Food Pantry Program.

Read More →

We Are Nominated For Readers Choice
Award From Tribune Chronicle

http://veteransoutreach.org/
https://veteransoutreach.com/programs/


K-9 Veterans Day

National K9 Veterans Day, March 13, is a day set aside to honor
commemorate the service and sacrifices of American military and working
dogs throughout history.

It was on March 13, 1942, that the Army began training for its new War Dog
Program, also known as the "K-9 Corps," according to American Humane,
marking the first time that dogs were officially a part of the U.S. Armed
Forces.

https://www.military.com/veterans-day
https://www.military.com/army


















 
Support For Our Veterans

Your generosity has been instrumental in propelling Veterans' Outreach toward new
heights, and we extend our deepest thanks for your continued commitment to our
mission.

Thank You, Walmart Foundation!

Veterans' Outreach is deeply grateful to the Walmart Foundation for their continued generosity and
unwavering commitment to veterans in need. Their support has allowed us to expand our programs and
services, providing crucial assistance to those who have served our country. With their help, we can
ensure that veterans receive the care, stability, and resources they deserve. Thank you for making a real
difference! 

A Heartfelt Thanks to TCC Gives!



We extend our sincere appreciation to TCC Gives for their generous support of our mission. Their
contributions have directly impacted the lives of veterans by helping us provide essential aid, from food
and housing assistance to emergency financial relief. TCC Gives' commitment to giving back strengthens
our ability to serve those who have sacrificed for our freedom. Thank you for your kindness and
dedication!

Meijer’s Generosity is Changing Lives!

A special thank you to Meijer for their incredible generosity and dedication to supporting veterans in need.
Through their contributions, we are able to provide vital services that uplift and empower those who have
served our nation. Meijer's commitment to community impact is truly inspiring, and we are honored to
have them as a partner in this mission. Together, we are making a lasting difference!

CSX: Driving Support for Our Veterans

We are incredibly grateful to CSX for funding a portion of the Veterans' Outreach Empowerment Initiative.
Their support ensures that veterans receive life-changing assistance, including housing, food, medical aid,
and emergency relief. CSX has a long history of standing with veterans, and their generosity helps us
continue our mission of providing a hand up, not a handout. Thank you, CSX, for your dedication to those
who have served!

Thank You to Ohio State Eagles Club #2178!

Veterans' Outreach is deeply grateful to the Ohio State Eagles Club #2178 from
Ashland, Ohio, for their generous donation of $5,000. Your support plays a vital role
in helping us continue to serve and support our veterans. We are honored to have
you as a partner in our mission and truly appreciate your commitment to making a
difference in the lives of those who have served our country. Thank you for your
kindness and generosity!

Grant Received from the Trumbull County Commissioners



We are beyond excited to announce that the Trumbull County Veterans Service
Commission has generously provided a grant for $90,000 to our cause. This
substantial contribution will be pivotal in expanding our services and resources for
veterans in need. The grant underscores the importance of our mission and provides
a significant boost to our efforts in making a lasting difference in the lives of those
who have served our country. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the Trumbull
County Veterans Service Commission for their incredible support.

The Youngstown Foundation

A special thank you to The Youngstown Foundation for providing grant funds to
facilitate our transition to a new headquarters. The funds allocated for the flagpole,
security cameras, and signage are instrumental in creating a safe and welcoming
space for our veterans. We are deeply grateful for your support. Your contributions
serve as a beacon of hope for the veterans we serve, empowering us to forge ahead
with renewed determination. Together, we are making a lasting impact on the lives of
those who have sacrificed so much for our freedom.

Hollywood Gaming

For years now, Hollywood Gaming at Mahoning Valley Race Course has been a
steadfast supporter of ours. We are so grateful for them and their kindness. These
much-needed funds go towards renovating our new building location. Thank you,
Hollywood Gaming!

 
Donate Now



 
We thank all of you that have supported our Mission through your donations,
thoughts, and prayers. You made it possible to help tens of thousands of Veterans
with financial assistance, food, and clothing. Your pledge of support is needed to
continue our mission to serve and honor all veterans. Will you make a small monthly
pledge of $10 or more? This gift can immediately make a difference for a Veteran in
need.

Donate Now

You can also call 888-2-VET-NET and speak with Teri Ely to donate.

 
 

https://veteransoutreach.com/donate/


News
 

March

Women’s History Month
Entire Month of March

Seabee Birthday
March 1

Navy Reserve Birthday
March 3

Hug a GI Day
March 4

Mardi Gras
March 4

Daylight Saving Time
Begins March 9, 2025

K-9 Veterans Day
March 13

American Legion Birthday
March 15

St. Patrick’s Day
March 17

Rosie The Riveter Day
March 21

Military World Games
March 23 – 30, 2025 (Switzerland)

Medal of Honor Day
March 25

National Vietnam War Veterans Day
March 29

Discounts

Military Discounts highlight the

commitment of businesses that

support our military through

numerous military discounts, deals

and freebies for active duty service

members, veterans and their families.

Find Discounts →

https://veteran.com/womens-history-month/
https://veteran.com/seabee-birthday/
https://veteran.com/navy-reserve-birthday/
https://veteran.com/hug-a-g-i-day/
https://veteran.com/k9-veterans-day/
https://veteran.com/american-legion-birthday/
https://veteran.com/st-patricks-day/
https://veteran.com/rosie-the-riveter-day/
https://veteran.com/military-world-games/
https://veteran.com/medal-of-honor-day/
https://veteran.com/national-vietnam-war-veterans-day/
https://www.military.com/discounts


 
Heroes' Passage In Kentucky

Veterans' Outreach was donated 110 acres of Kentucky wilderness. Plans
are underway for the development of Heroes' Passage, a veteran retreat
with a healing environment for veterans that are having problems with
transitioning to civilian life.
Read More →

 

Veterans' Outreach

Ohio

Corporate

17 Colonial Drive

Youngstown, OH

44505

Phone: 888-

2VETNET

Fax: 330-755-5930

Alabama

807 Midway St.

Hartselle, AL

35640

P: (256) 778-3266

F: (256) 778-

03267

Florida

5650 Park Blvd. N

Ste. 3

Pinellas Park, FL

33781

P: (727) 317-3712

F: (727) 317-3713

Kentucky

512 E. Main St.

Grayson, KY 41143

P: (606) 475-0216

F: (606) 475-0217

New York

P: (888) 283-8638

West VA

P: (888) 283-8638

Veterans' Outreach | 17 Colonial Drive | Youngstown, OH 44505 US
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https://veteransoutreach.com/heroespassage/
https://veteransoutreach.com/contact/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/poNzWC9yYsmAnmn18
https://maps.app.goo.gl/poNzWC9yYsmAnmn18
tel: 8882838638
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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